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Friday 22 February 
Our flight from London Gatwick made good time to Marseille and we duly collected the minibuses and 
drove onto the hotel near Arles. We saw a few Red Kites and Buzzards on the journey and once at the 
hotel everybody had time to acquaint themselves with the surroundings before exploring the area 
immediately around the hotel in the last hour of daylight. Birds we found here included Robin, Chaffinch, 
a nice flock of Corn Bunting (including one or two singing birds), a very showy Black Redstart (that we 
would end up seeing daily) and as the light faded a superb male Hen Harrier drifted south. It was then 
time to head indoors and sample the wonderful food! 
 
Saturday 23 February 
After a hearty breakfast our first morning saw us exploring the arid steppe-like habitat of La Crau. En 
route we located two superb adult White Storks in a roadside field and were able to enjoy them at close 
range. We saw these same birds almost every time we passed this particular field! Once at Vergieres 
and despite the chilly mistral blowing it didn’t take us long to locate about 70 Little Bustards. Very well 
camouflaged on the ground, these birds are transformed once in flight with their gleaming white wings 
contrasting against the clear blue sky. A couple of Red-legged Partridges were seen and as we walked 
around the stony ground the smell of wild thyme under our feet was wonderful. 
 
Also here were several groups of Black Redstarts and associating with them were a few Common 
Stonechats. A small group of four Woodlark gave us the run around and just as we were about to leave, 
a flock of six fantastic Stone Curlews were discovered very close to the minibuses. We were able to 
watch the birds at close quarters from the comfort and warmth of the vehicles. As we headed toward the 
main road a pale morph Booted Eagle flew low over the track. 
 
From here we headed up into Les Apilles and to the stunning surroundings of Les Baux. We lunched in 
the car park there and then headed to the sheltered south facing cliffs. Here we found Blue Rock Thrush, 
Firecrest and two Crag Martins patrolling the cliffs.  
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These weather worn crags are full of holes and caves and after a short wait our quarry - the enigmatic 
Wallcreeper - was eventually located. Wallcreepers winter on the cliff faces at Les Baux and for over an 
hour we watched the bird picking insects off the cliff and sheltering in the caves. 
 

After our fill of Wallcreeper we 
headed up into the town and spent 
some time searching for Alpine 
Accentors. Perhaps due to the biting 
northerly wind they were keeping well 
hidden. After a fantastic day we 
headed back to the hotel and 
prepared ourselves for a superb 
meal. 
 
Sunday 24 February 
Our third day was spent touring sites 
around the Camargue and our first 
stop was an unsuccessful visit to our 
Night Heron stake-out. We were 
rewarded though with good numbers 
of Common Cranes here including 
several family parties feeding in 
roadside fields.  
 
Once at Pont de Gau we enjoyed a 
lovely bird-filled walk along a 
sheltered track to overlook Etang de 
Gines. Large numbers of Greater 
Flamingos were here and there was 
a lot of activity with birds almost 

continually arriving and departing. After a bit of searching the vagrant Lesser Flamingo was located 
within the throng of flamingos. With its all-dark bill and much brighter redder pink plumage this African 
visitor was quite distinctive.  
 
A mixed group of feeding herons and egrets contained two rather ugly looking Sacred Ibis and there was 
the rather strange sight of an adult Cattle Egret trying to swallow what appeared to be a small chick! 
Several Grey Herons’ nests in the Tamarisk here contained well grown young and were watched 
begging food from the adults. 
 
On the Etang we saw good numbers of grebes and at one point it was possible to see Black-necked, 
Little and Great Crested all in one scope view! Other birds here included Common Chiffchaff, Cetti’s 
Warbler, Common Kingfisher and a fly-over Eurasian Spoonbill in full breeding plumage. 
We had a hot chocolate stop in Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer and had time to see a small group of Sandwich 
Terns on the seafront. 
 
We lunched with the Flamingos at Consecaniere and then headed out on the track to view the marshes 
around Etang de Monro. The mudflats here held over 1000 Pied Avocets and good numbers of Dunlin, 
Curlew, Shelduck, Grey Plover, Shoveler and a single Black-tailed Godwit. 
 
Marsh Harriers seemed to be everywhere over the reedbeds and nearby were many Great Egrets and 
several Water Pipits showed very well.  At Etang de Consecaniere were around 500 Red-crested 
Pochards. 
 
The fresh water reedbed at Mas D’Agon was our next stop and here were large numbers of Glossy Ibis. 
About 100 birds were recorded in several feeding groups. A Short-eared Owl flew over and yet more 
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Greater Flamingos and Great Egrets were seen.  And once again a couple of Water Pipits performed 
well, enabling us to get great scope views. 
 
We then headed toward La Capiliere,. The road here goes along the shoreline of Etang de Vacceres and 
we located c120 Black-necked Grebes sheltering with several Great Crested Grebes in a small bay. Just 
a little further on, a stunning adult Slender-billed Gull was found amongst a group of Black-headed Gulls 
in a roadside pool and as we watched the bird a Merlin whizzed overhead. By now it was time to head 
back to the hotel and another delicious meal! 
 
Monday 25 February 

We had a slightly earlier breakfast 
this morning and then set off inland 
to Mont Ventoux. After a trouble 
free drive we arrived at Chalet 
Raynard and were greeted with no 
wind and glorious sunshine!  A short 
stroll from the car park here 
produced Common  Crossbill, Coal 
Tit, Siskin, Marsh Tit, Short-toed 
Treecreeper and some lovely views 
of Crested Tits, especially one bird 
which perched on top of a pine with 
the crystal blue sky behind it.  As 
we returned to the minibuses two 
Alpine Choughs were circling the 
mountain. We had a short delay 
soon after this as one of the 
vehicles had a puncture, but as is 
often the case this was a blessing in 
disguise. 
 
As the guides changed the wheel 
the group continued to walk up the 
road and discovered a very showy 
flock of Citril Finches feeding on 
pine cones. It wasn’t long before the 
wheel was sorted and we drove 
slightly higher up the mountain, A 
short walk didn’t produce anything 
‘new’ but yet more views of the two 
Alpine Choughs, Marsh Tit, 
Common Crossbills and Citril 
Finches. Another hot chocolate at 
the Chalet was consumed before 
we headed down the mountain. We 
tried unsuccessfully for Black 
Woodpecker but did locate several 
Stinking Hellibores poking through 
the leaf litter.  

 
We then headed to the World Heritage site of Pont du Gard, with its 1st Century Roman aqueduct.  A pair 
of Firecrests put on a superb show in Oaks next to the bridge and other birds seen here included 
Common Sandpiper, Redwing, Sardinian Warbler, Grey Wagtail and Common Kingfisher. Small 
numbers of Crag Martins were around the bridge but numbers increased to 35 as they came into roost. 
The bridge holds a small roost of Rock Sparrows and as the sun was setting, they arrived. The birds 
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arrived in small groups and would sit right on top of the structure before descending into holes in the 
stone to roost. On our return drive back to the hotel we were treated to an amazing full moon. 
 
Tuesday 26 February 
With a change in the weather we returned first this morning to Vergieres. The much milder and calmer 
conditions made it ideal to wander about on this wonderful pocket of La Crau. Four Crested Larks were 
making use of the spring-like conditions with two pairs fighting over territory. Two Southern Grey Shrikes 
perched atop the small bushes and again we were able to find a few Stone Curlews. Once again Little 
Bustards were present in good numbers with about 40 birds being seen. We spent quite a while in the 
low scrub at the east of the site and were rewarded with two very showy Dartford Warblers and a lovely 
singing male Woodlark. 
 
Nearby on Etang des Aulnes we had a scan for the rare North American Pied billed Grebe that had been 
present at this site for a few weeks, but given the size of the lake and the amount of cover it wasn’t 
surprising that we were unsuccessful. Here though we did see large numbers of wildfowl including Coot, 
Shoveler, Mallard, Gadwall, 300 Red crested Pochard and 500 Common Pochard. 
 
Our next stop was for a hot drink and in the trees surrounding the cafe we were able to find a pair of 
superb Lesser spotted Woopeckers and the male in particular showed very well. 
 
From here we headed out to another area of La Crau. Around the barns we saw good numbers of 
Golden Plover, Skylarks, Meadow Pipits, Southern Grey Shrike and a Little Owl. Several distant 
Calandra Larks gave us the run around and a large flock of 130 Little Bustards were seen. During a short 
tour of a few of the tracks we located a cracking Merlin and about a dozen more fly-over Calandra Larks. 
 
After struggling to see Alpine Accentors on our last visit we decided to visit Les Baux again in the 
afternoon. We were instantly rewarded with nine of these beautiful ‘Mountain Dunnocks’ showing very 
well in the car park on our arrival! On a nearby crag we had wonderful views of a stunning male Blue 
Rock Thrush. Having succeeded so quickly it would have been rude to leave Les Baux without another 
look for Wallcreepers, and once again our luck was in with a bird showing superbly on the rock faces.  
 
As the sun was setting we tried one of sites for Eagle Owl but rather frustratingly we only obtained very 
brief flight views. 

 
Wednesday 27 February 
The wonderful weather continued so we decided 
to travel back to the Camargue for the day.  Our 
first stop was our Night Heron site and once 
again we didn’t locate any but again we saw 
several dozen Common Cranes.  
 
As we drove toward the Petite Camargue, we 
had astonishing views of a wonderful Long-eared 
Owl perched in full view just a few metres from 
the vehicles. The bird was on the leeward side of 
a hedge sunning itself and was the highlight of 
the trip for many. 
 
Our stop along the road at the Petite Camargue 
was very rewarding and in the sunshine we 
enjoyed watching a pair of lovely Bearded Tits.  
Just a few minutes later a couple of cracking 
Penduline Tits performed well for the whole 
group and a very bold Great Egret played 
‘chicken’ with the passing traffic!   A Whiskered 
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Tern was spotted patrolling 
the dykes and at times gave 
us some wonderful fly-pasts.   
 
At the Petite Camargue visitor 
centre we had a very pleasant 
wander along the visitor trails 
and had good views of Red-
crested Pochard, Firecrest, 
Cetti’s Warbler, Chiffchaff and 
a pair of displaying White 
Storks. Also here we got 
excellent views of the very 
elusive Moustached Warbler. 
 
Once again we were able to 
lunch al fresco and this was 
followed by a short stroll at 
Pont de Gau to view Etang de 
Gines. Here we located about 
40 Black-necked Grebes with 
two birds coming very close 
and in the Tamarisk bushes a 

showy Cetti’s Warbler was seen. 
 
From here we continued to Consecaniere where the tide was in, resulting in far fewer waders. Large 
numbers (many hundreds) of Greater Flamingos filled the lagoons and a nice pale Booted Eagle was 
spotted overhead. A short while later we located a fantastic Spotted Eagle. Spotted Eagles winter in very 
small numbers in the Camargue and are notoriously difficult to pin down so we were very pleased with 
our sighting. The bird was first seen low down being mobbed by a buzzard, but soon it gained height and 
we were able to watch the bird circling for over half an hour.  
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With time moving on it was decided to have a quick stop at the hotel and then we would try one of our 
Eagle Owl stakeouts again. This time we were very successful, and as the sun began to get low in the 
sky we located an owl flying around in the daylight and then perching on several crags giving us 
wonderful 'scope views.   
 
Thursday 28 February 
It was time to say ‘goodbye’ to the hotel and to three of our party who lived in France. With the mini-
buses fully loaded and the lovely weather still remaining we had one last try for Pin-tailed Sandgrouse at 
Vergieres. Unfortunately we didn’t see any but that hardly mattered, as with the warm sunshine it was a 
beautiful walk seeing species such as Southern Grey Shrike, Little Bustard, Hen Harrier and Red-legged 
Partridge.  Another check of Etang des Aulnes as we left resulted in another Booted Eagle - this time a 
dark morph bird. We had a final coffee and then we made our way to the airport.  There was no trouble 
checking-in and we arrived back in Gatwick on time. 
 
 
Systematic List of birds seen in Southern France 22 – 28 February 2013 
 
Great Crested Grebe – 70 at Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer on 24/02 was the peak count and small groups 
at several locations throughout the Camargue on two other dates. 
 
Black-necked Grebe – 100 were seen Etang de Vaccares on 24/02 and 40 at Pont de Gau on 27/02 
(including several breeding plumaged birds) 
 
Little Grebe – seen on four dates at various sites with the biggest numbers (c60) on Etang Des Aulnes 
on 28/02 
 
Great Cormorant – seen on every date at many locations, perhaps the strangest was a bird perched on 
a concrete pole nowhere near any water at Vergieres on 28/02 
 
Grey Heron – common even in the ‘dry’ areas. 
 
Little Egret – small numbers seen daily. 
 
Great White Egret – small numbers seen on five dates. 
 
Cattle Egret – small numbers seen on six dates at various locations.  
 
White Stork – seen in small numbers most days. 
 
Glossy Ibis –  c100 seen at Mas d’Agon, 24/02. 
 
Eurasian Spoonbill – a single adult flew over us at Pont de Gau on 24/02 and three more were also 
seen in flight at Consecaniere on 27/02. 
 
Greater Flamingo – seen in large numbers (many hundreds) on the two dates we visited the Camargue. 
 
Lesser Flamingo – a very smart adult was located amongst c400 Greater Flamingos at Pont de Gau. 
 
Mute Swan – small numbers seen on four dates at various locations. 
 
Greylag Goose – a single at Pont de Gau on 24/02 and a pair there on 27/02. 
 
Common Shelduck – small numbers seen in the brackish areas in the Camargue. 
 
Mallard – small numbers seen at a variety of locations. 
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Gadwall – seen on four dates at several locations, the largest numbers were at Centre du Scamandre 
with c200 birds. 
 
Common Teal – small numbers seen in the Camargue. 
 
Northern Shoveler – several small groups seen on four dates. 
 
Red-crested Pochard  – seen on four dates at various locations with the largest numbers at 
Consecaniere with 500 there on 24/02 and 27/02. 
 
Tufted Duck – c10 at Etang Des Aulnes on two dates. 
 
Common Pochard – seen on three dates at several sites with c600 at Etang Des Aulnes on 26/02. 
 
Red Kite – seen almost daily in small numbers. 
 
Booted Eagle – a pale phase bird near Vergieres on 23/02, another pale bird at Consecaniere on 27/02 
and dark phase bird over Etang Des Aulnes on 28/02. 
 
Spotted Eagle – one was watched for over half an hour as it circled Consecaniere on 27/02. 
 
Eurasian Marsh Harrier – common in the Camargue. 
 
Hen Harrier – single male birds seen flying over the hotel on three dates, and males also at 
Consecaniere and Vergieres on two dates 
 
Eurasian Sparrowhawk – singles almost daily. 
 
Common Buzzard – seemingly everywhere, everyday! 
 
Merlin – one whizzed over our heads whilst we were watching the Slender billed Gull on 24/02 at La 
Capiliere and one was seen very well in La Crau on 26/02. 
 
Kestrel – seen almost daily. 
 
Peregrine – singles on two dates. 
 
Red-legged Partridge – seen in small numbers at Vergieres and La Crau. 
 
Common Pheasant – a single on 25/02 was our only sighting. 
 
Water Rail – heard at three sites in the Camargue. 
 
Common Moorhen – seen in small numbers in the Camargue. 
 
Common Coot – good numbers at many sites on five dates. 
 
Common Crane – seen on two dates in and over roadside stubble fields around the Petite Camargue 
with over 150 on 24/02 and 40 on 27/02. 
 
Little Bustard – 65 at Vergieres on 23/02 with 40 there on 26/02 and 28/02 and 130 on the Crau on 
26/02. 
 
Pied Avocet – a huge of flock of c1000 birds at Consecaniere on 24/02 with 100 there on 27/02. 
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Stone Curlew – a small flock of 6 at Vergieres on 23/02 and 2 there on 26/02. 
 
Northern Lapwing – small flocks seen on most dates. 
 
Golden Plover – c250 on the Crau on 26/02 was the largest group and smaller numbers seen at 
Vergieres on two dates.  
 
Grey Plover – c15 at Consecaniere on 24/02. 
 
Dunlin –c200 at Consecaniere on 24/02 with smaller groups also there on 27/02. 
 
Common Redshank – small numbers seen at Consecaniere on 24/02 and 27/02. 
 
Common Sandpiper – one at Pont Du Gard on 25/02. 
 
Green Sandpiper – three singles seen in the Camargue on 24/02 and one on 27/02. 
 
Eurasian Curlew – c40 at Consecaniere on 24/02. 
 
Black-tailed Godwit – three seen in the Camargue on 24/02. 
 
Black-headed Gull – seen daily at many sites. 
 
Yellow-legged Gull – common. 
 
Slender-billed Gull – one stunning adult was in a trackside pool near La Capiliere on 24/02. 
 
Sandwich Tern – three on the seafront at Saintes-Maries-de-La-Mer on 24/02 and six there on 27/02. 
 
Whiskered Tern – one in the Petite Camargue on 27/02. 
 
Feral Pigeon – common. 
 
Wood Pigeon – small numbers seen most days. 
 
Collared Dove – common. 
 
Eurasian Eagle Owl – wonderful views of a bird at one of our sites on the evening of 27/02. 
 
Little Owl – one on the Crau on 26/02. 
 
Short-eared Owl – one flew over at Mas d’Agon on 24/02. 
 
Long-eared Owl – incredible views of a bird perched in full view just metres from the mini-buses in the 
Petite Camargue on 27/02. 
 
Common Kingfisher – ones and twos seen at various sites in the Camargue, also seen at Pont Du 
Gard and Etang des Aulnes. 
 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker – a pair showed very well at ‘Cher’s’ on 26/02. 
 
Great Spotted Woodpecker – one at ‘Cher’s’ on 28/02. 
 
Green Woodpecker – one calling around the hotel most mornings and birds heard and seen at a couple 
of other locations. 
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Calandra Lark – 12 seen briefly on the Crau on 26/02. 
 
Skylark – seen at various locations but by far the largest flocks were on the Crau on 26/02 with over 300 
seen. 
 
Woodlark – four at Vergieres at 23/02 and a male there on 26/02. 
 
Crested Lark – four at Vergieres on 26/02 and 28/02. 
 
Crag Martin – 2 at Les Baux on 23/02, 35 at Pont du Gard on 25/02 and a single at Les Baux on 26/02. 
 
Meadow Pipit – common. 
 
Water Pipit – ones and twos seen at several sites in the Camargue on 24/02, with birds seen very well 
at Consecaniere and Mas D’Agon. 
 
White Wagtail – ones and twos seen daily. 
 
Grey Wagtail – singles seen on four dates. 
 
Winter Wren – just two sightings! 
 
Dunnock – singles on three dates. 
 
Alpine Accentor –nine performed superbly at Les Baux on 26/02. 
 
European Stonechat – small numbers seen on four dates. 
 
European Robin – common. 
 
Black Redstart – singles and small groups at many locations daily. 
 
Blue Rock Thrush – three at Les Baux on 23/02 and 26/02. 
 
Mistle Thrush – one on Mount Ventoux on 25/02. 
 
Fieldfare – c20 seen on two dates. 
 
Redwing – six at Pont du Gard on 25/02. 
 
Song Thrush – singles seen daily at many sites. 
 
Common Blackbird – common, seen daily. 
 
Moustached Warbler – a single male at Centre du Scamandre on 27/02. 
 
Cetti’s Warbler – seen and heard on four dates and a variety of locations. 
 
Common Chiffchaff – seen daily in small numbers. 
 
Blackcap –seen daily around the hotel and ones and twos seen elsewhere most days. 
 
Sardinian Warbler – ones and twos seen at a few sites. 
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Dartford Warbler – two seen very well at Vergieres on 26/02 and one at Consecaniere on 27/02. 
 
Firecrest – seen on four dates at several locations, one bird at Pont du Gard performed wonderfully 
well. 
 
Goldcrest – a singles on two dates. 
 
Crested Tit – c12 birds seen on Mount Ventoux on 25/02. 
 
Blue Tit – ones and twos seen at several sites and the strange sighting of a flock of 23 at Consecaniere 
on 24/02. 
 
Coal Tit – only seen on Mount Ventoux but in good numbers. 
. 
Marsh Tit – half a dozen seen on Mount Ventoux on 25/02. 
 
Great Tit – common. 
 
Long-tailed Tit – several groups seen on 26/02 and 28/02. 
 
Penduline Tit – two cracking birds in the Petite Camargue on 27/02. 
 
Bearded Tit - two birds in the Petite Camargue on 27/02. 
 
Eurasian Nuthatch – heard on Mont Ventoux on 25/02. 
 
Wallcreeper – one was watched for over an hour at Les Baux on 23/02 and another seen there on 
26/02. 
 
Short-toed Treecreeper – one seen briefly on Mount Ventoux on 25/02. 
 
Southern Grey Shrike – two at Vergieres on 26/02 and 28/02 and a single on the Crau on 26/02. 
 
Eurasian Jay – brief views of several birds on two dates. 
 
Eurasian Magpie – common. 
 
Common Raven – two were seen at Mount Ventoux on 25/02. 
 
Rook – one small group seen on 23/02 was our only sighting. 
 
Carrion Crow – common. 
 
Eurasian Jackdaw – common. 
 
Alpine Chough – two on Mont Ventoux on 25/02. 
 
Common Starling – common. 
 
House Sparrow – common. 
 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow – just a single seen in the Petite Camargue on 27/02. 
 
Rock Sparrow – 25 at Pont du Gard on 25/02. 
. 
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Chaffinch – common. 
 
European Goldfinch – small numbers seen at quite a few sites. 
 
Eurasian Siskin – several birds seen on Mont Ventoux on 25/02. 
 
European Greenfinch – two at Pont de Gau was our only sighting. 
 
Eurasian Linnet – small numbers at several sites but by far the largest flock was c200 at Entressen on 
26/02. 
 
European Serin – a single singing male at ‘Cher’s’ on 28/02 was our only sighting. 
 
Citril Finch – 25 at Mount Ventoux on 25/02, including a flock of c10 birds that gave us fantastic views. 
 
Crossbill – small numbers seen at Mount Ventoux on 25/02. 
 
Reed Bunting – small numbers on three dates.  
 
Corn Bunting – a flock of 30 birds in fields by the hotel were seen daily. 
 
Yellowhammer – a single on 27/02. 
 
Escapee / feral birds 
Black Swan – one on Etang des Aulnes on 26/02 
Sacred Ibis – two at Pont de Gau on 24/02 
 
Other Fauna of Interest 
Iberian Hare – small numbers at Vergieres and on the Crau 
Coypu – seemingly everywhere in the Camargue in good numbers. 
Red Fox – one at Vergieres on 26/02 
Red squirrel – one seen at Les Baux on 23/02. 
Clouded Yellow – singles on 26/02 and 27/02. 
Bath White – several seen on 26/02 and 28/02. 
Small White – daily at many sites from 26/02.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special thanks to Jonathan Mercer and Ron Knight for providing their stunning photographs!  


